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Law School Deans

•

Tim Sullivan '66 Named 25th President
"The process let Tim be Tim. People
could see what he was all about," said
Williamson.
Brinkley, the man who chaired the process, said the committee wanted an open,
expeditious and completely confidential
search- and that it had accomplished all
three goals. The committee initially conducted interviews on campus with students,
faculty and staff to determine a profile for
the ideal president and then brought the
five finalists to campus for two weeks of
interviews in open sessions with the College community. Reaction from the interviews was submitted to the search committee, which then forwarded the names of '
three finalists to the Board of Visitors. Mter interviewing the finalists, the board
elected Sullivan unanimously, according to
Rector Watkins.
Sullivan, who will take office July 1,
was commended by a number of state leaders, including Senator Charles S. Robb,
Gordon K. Davies, executive director ofthe
State Council on Higher Education,_and
State Senator Hunt.e r R Andro>wl': '42.
Commenting on Sullivan's election,
President Emeritus Davis Y. Paschall '32
commended the search committee for the
caliber of the final candidates selected and
the Board of Visitors for the obvious soulsearching decision that was ultimately
made.
Paschall said Sullivan has "a proven
record of leadership and vision and views
an institution as people."
"He possesses a sincere sense of caring-without patronizing-that will manifest itself from the groundsman to the dean
on campus," said Paschall. "I was privileged to present him with his degree in
1966. He was married to an alumna in the .
Wren Chapel, as I was, and there is something about that that makes William and
Mary a second mother in his heart and
soul."

By S. Dean Olson
fter a five-month search that
attracted 178 nominations and
142 active candidates from 40
states and four foreign countries, the Board of Visitors decided the right person was already on campus to become
{he 25th president of the College of William
and Mary.
In a dramatic announcement on April 9
in the Great Hall before a cheering group of
students, faculty and staff, Rector Hays T.
Watkins introduced Timothy J. Sullivan
'66, dean of the Marshall-Wythe School of
Law for the past seven years, as the next
president of William and Mary.
With his wife Anne Klare Sullivan '66
nearby, Sullivan, who will succeed Paul R.
Verkuil '61 , described his feelings as "surprise, fear and hope ... all mixed together"
and pledged to do everything within his
power to move the College forward as it

A

en\-erll ita fourth ccntu.ry.

Watkins described Sullivan, 48, who also
holds the positions of John Stewart Bryan
Professor of Jurisprudence and executive
director of t he Institute of Bill of Rights
Law, as the "right person for the position as
we head toward the College's 300th anniversary in 1993."
James W. Brinkley '59, vice rector of the
College, who chaired the 21-person search
committee that forwarded the names of
three finalists to the Board of Visitors, said
Sullivan had "articulated a vision that the
board thought was right for the College. He
has the leadership abilities and management style that we thought are correct for
William and Mary. "
Sullivan was the only alumnus among
the list of five finalists, which also included
Michael Hooker, president of University of
Maryland, Baltimore County; Melvyn D.
Schiavelli, provost and acting president of
William and Mary; Katharine C. Lyall, acting president, University of Wisconsin System; and George R. Packard, dean, the Paul
H. Nitze School of Advanced International
Studies, Johns Hopkins University. He is
the first professor in 138 years to move
from the faculty to the presidency. Benjamin Stoddert Ewell, professor of mathematics, was elected president in 1854.
Sullivan has been associated with William and Mary for most of the 30 years
since he came to Williamsburg as a freshman in 1962. A member of Phi Beta Kappa
and Omicron Delta Kappa, he entered Harvard Law School where he received a juris
doctor degree in 1969. A decorated Army
officer who served in Vietnam, Sullivan
received the Bronze Star and Army Commendation medals and the First Oak Leaf
Cluster. He returned to William and Mary
in 1972 as an assistant professor of law,
was promoted to associate professor and
associate dean ofthe law school in 1974, to
full professor in 1977 and was named the
John Stewart Bryan Professor of Jurisprudence in 1984. In July 1985, he became
President Verkuil's first appointment when
he was named dean of the law school.
In between his service at the College,
Sullivan has taken two leaves of absencefirst as a visiting professor of law at the
University of Virginia from August 1981 to

Above, Tim andAnne Sullivan approach
the Great Hall with Rector Watkins and
Search Chair Brinkley for the announcement and at right Sullivan reflects on his
appointment.
January 1982 and then as former Virginia
Governor Charles S. Robb's executive assistant for policy from January 1982 to
August 1984.
In a recent U.S. News and World Report
survey, the law school was in the top 35
among 174 law schools in every category
except resources, where it ranked 87th. It
is among the top 10 of public institutions
in admissions selectivity and in law school
aptitude test scores. In fund-raising since
Sullivan became dean, the annual fund
has grown from $60-70,000 a year to more
than $300,000 with a 30 percent participation rate among alumni, one of the highest
among public institutions in the country.
In addition, endowment has grown to
nearly $7,000,000.
The Institute of Bill of Rights Law, of
which Sullivan is executive director, is considered one of the leading, if not the leading, constitutional research institutes in
the country, according to Richard A.
Williamson, vice dean of the law school. As
an indication of its status, the institute
last spring was chosen as the site for the
Bicentennial Celebration of the Bill of
Rights by the Judicial Conference of the
United States.
A colleague for more than 20 years,
Williamson said Sullivan's strengths lie in
his integrity, the ability to surround himself with able and trustworthy .people and
to delegate authority, his great sense of
history, his affinity, unquestioned loyalty
and knowledge of William and Mary, and
his breadth of support that cuts across
academic, generation, political and gender
lines.
"Tim will do the right thing, no matter
what," said Williamson. "The one consistent theme has been that he will make
decisions that are guided by the welfare of
the students and their education."
Williamson credited the "unusually
open" search process with exposing the
William and Mary community to Sullivan's
strengths and "getting Tim the job."

COUNTING THE PRESIDENTS

W

ill Tim. Sullivan be the 25th or 26th president of the Collegeand if Paul Verkuil began his presidency as the 25th, how could
he end it as the 24th? And why w on't Sullivan be the 26th? And who's
on first? .
Until recently, the next president of William and Mary would have
been the 26th since the College was founded in 1693. But last yew;
W. Wilford Kale '66; author of Hark Upon the Gale: An Illustrated
History of the College ofWilliam and Mary, pointed out that Benjamin
Ewell had been counted twice-first as acting president from 1848 to
1849 and then as president from 1854 to 1888. Three others had served
acting, or protem, terms-Kremer J. Hoke in 1934 and James W. Miller
in 1951 and George WHealy in 1985-but none except Ewell's term was
counted in the chronology of presidents.
"No matter how the presidential list is determined, the incumbent
cannot be the 25th president," Kale wrote ofVerkuil. "He would either
be the 24th president by correcting the one year Ewell served his pro
tem term, or the 28th president with the inclusion of three other
acting presidents."
Based on Kale's research, the Board of Visitors decided to eliminate all pro tem terms, making Paul Verkuil the 24th president and
his successor, Tim Sullivan, the 25th.
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